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A 
LETTER 
Dr. SNAPE, &c. 


DOCTOR, 


ded the Biſhop of Bangor, is now 
given 7ou by a Perſon wholly a 
Stranger to You, and who de- 
fires to continue ſo: But yet by one who 
having neither Capacity nor Leiſure to 


T HAT Trouble, which you inten- 


ſet you in a proper and full Light, has a 


ſtrong Inclination to point out ſome Parts 
of your Letter, which are by ſome Mi- 
ſtake or other mix'd up of Nonſenſe, Ab- 
ſurdity, Injuſtice and Uncharitableneſs: 
And | leave the World to judge whe» 
ther I ſhall or no. | 
In the Third Page you ſay, you have 
pery little either of Capacity, Inclination 
or Leiſure to engage in Controverſy. - 
A2 the 
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the Fourth, you declare, That notw:rh- 


ſtanding all theſe Tiſſuaſitves, you can't 


prevail with your ſelf to fit as an uncon- 
cerned Speftator. &c. Where you muſt 
mean, that notwithſtanding all theſe Diſ- 
ſuaſives, you have a ſtrong Inclination to 
enter into Controverſy, for which you 
have very little Inclination: As for Ca- 
pacity and Leiſure, you may perhaps 
have ſpoke Truth; at leaſt, your Perfor- 
mance ſhews you have very little of ei- 
ther. 

It ſeems you think, that the M:/takes 
in his Lordſhip's late Writings, which 
have given ſo 3 an Offence, will be 
ſet in a clear Light by Perſons muth bet- 
ter Qualified. Why cou'd not you have 
let *em alone then? or why muſt you 
proceed to call theſe Miſtakes Principles, 
which in your Apprehenſion manifeſtly tend 
to the Diſſolution of the whole Frame and 
Conſtitution of the Church: But other- 
wiſe you cou'd not have ſhewn your Ap- 
Prehenſion and Charity. 
But why this idle long Preamble before 
you come to the Purpoſe, when you 
have ſo little Leiſure? But alas, when do 
you come to the Purpoſe! In the next 
Paragraph you wittily obſerve, that 50 
have the ſame Right to offer your Excep- 
tions to a Sermon of his Loradſhip'”s, 7 5 
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himſelf thought fit to aſſume when but a 


Presbyter in cenſuring a Diſcourſe of a 
late excellent and worthy Prelate. It 1s 
true you have; but let that Prelare be 
excellent in whatever beſides, he was 
certainly excelPd by the Presbyter in that 
Controverſy; ſo far conquer'd, that he 
was given up by the Brethren of his O- 
pinion, without the leaſt Oppoſition. A 


Conqueſt which the preſent Presbyter 


has very little Reaſon to expect. 

You ſpend another Paragraph in re- 
preſenting his Lordſhip's Doctrines as 
new and ſtrange, and entirely Deſtructive 
of all Order and Government, of all Uni- 
ty, Peace, and Communion in the Church, 
contradictory tothe Scriptures, &c. Where- 
as his Lordſhip only contends, that the 
Conſciences of Men ought to have no 
Compulſion laid upon them. And I ask 
you and all the World, whether they ſup- 


poſe the Unity of the Church conſiſts in 


an Agreement of Opinions, or a Congre- 
gation of Bodies? Unity and Concord, 


in the Faith which Chriſt has taught us, 


muſt exiſt in and proceed from the Mind; 


and it, by offering to impoſe upon Peo- 


ple more than Chriſt has taught, as ne- 


force and drive their Bodies into one 


ceſſary to Salvation, you cou'd violently 


manner of Congregation, or ſet of Cir- 


cUm- 
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cumſtantials, wou'd there be ever the 
more Unity or Concord in this? No; but 
ten thouſand Hearc-burnings and broil- 
ings of Spirit, provok'd by Perſecution 
and ill Uſage. In ſhort, whatever his 
L ordſhip means, or whatever you may 
think; whoever agree in the ſame Faith, 
the ſame Hope, the ſame Baptiſm that 
the Lord Jeſus taught, do preſerve Uni- 
ty amonglt them; tho? the Nation were 
divided into a Million of Congregations 
with as many different Forms and Cere- 
monies. If not, why did our Lord fay, 
Where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in my Name, I am in the midſt of 
them? and if God be with us, who can 
be againſt us? or how canſt thou curſe 
thoſe whom God hath bleſſed ? 

In the next Paragraph, you think you ſee 
the Will of God otherwiſe than is repre- 
fented by his Lordſhip. If you mean in 


Eſſentials, pray what Religion are you 


of? for his Lordſhip has not given the 
leaſt room for Doubt, that he contends 


for any other Faith than what was once 
deliver'd to the Saints. If you mean in 
Circumſtantials and Ceremonies; pray 


ſhew where the Will of God has deter- 


min'd, that any partciular Sett ſhall be a 


Neceſſary Qualification for Salvation. 
From his Lordſhip's Principles, it ſeems 


you 
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you think you might expreſs your ſelf 


with an unbounded Freedom in a matter 
of Religion and Conſtience. Notwith- 


ſianding which, you lay, you will take 


care to proceed with a due Regard to his 
Epiſcopal Charatter, and ſome to your 
own Safety. By which you certainly 
mean; that were it not for fear of in- 
curring the Penalty of ſcandalum magna- 
tum, and expoling ſome of your Favourite 
Biſhops to the ſame Affronts; you wou'd 
cali his Lord ſhip Atheiſt, Rogue, and 
Raſcal; whereas now you only leave your 
gentle Readers to infer from your Pre- 
miſes What he is. But pray, Doctor, 
what unwarrantable and obnoxtous Appel. 
lation, can your inward Conviction and 
private Belief ſuggeſt to you, which can 
be conſiſtent with 2 Marter of Religion 
and Conſcience ? You know not what 
manner of Spirit you are of. 

Your next Paragraph is ſpent, as in 
the Paragraph after that you own, in a 
needleſs Digreſſion. How cou'd you, 
who complain ſo much of want of Lei- 
ſure, make a Digreſſion which you 
thought needleſs? But now you make 
amends by ſaying. let us ſee how his Lord- 
ſhip makes good the Point. | 

-And here you agree with his Lordſhip 
in the Diſcuſſion of theſe two Points, Re. 
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87 
ligion, and the Worſhip of God, and think 
there are too many who lay too great 4 
tres. on the external Circumſ!antials of 
Religion; very well. But when you come 
to apprehend that the Biſhop is ſtriking 
at the very Root of all Goodneſs, depreci- 
eting the ſolemn Duty of Prayer, and ſe- 
parating the Life and Soul from it, that 
is murdering of it, how ſhockingly are 

you diſappointed! | 
Doctor, I'll tell you what; I am not 
very rich, and withall ſomething cove- 
tous, which I flatter my ſelf is only Fru- 
gality. But when I ſaw in the Adver- 
tiſements three or four Days before Pub- 
lication, that a Letter was coming out 
from Andrew Snape D. D. occaſion'd by 
the Biſhop of Bangor's Sermon before the 
King, | lony'd *till I ſaw it; from a re- 
ceived Character that Doctor Snape was 
a Man of Learning and good Senſe; as 
indeed the Poſt he is in, of being Head- 
maſter to the fineſt School in the World, 
juſtly,requires. It ſeems the Letter was 
Publiſht on Monday; on Tueſday Morn- 
ing | met with it (being then juſt come 
out of the Country) with - the ſecond 
Edition added to the Title Page ; which 
made me think it had Sold hugely the 
Day before, and they had been up- all 
Night a ſetting the Preſs for it = 
| | is 
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This raiſed my Curioſity; and I promiſed 
my ſelf ſtrength ot Argument, good 
Senſe and Breeding, and a noble Scene 
of Controverſy open'd: But when | had 
aid my dix Pence, and perus'd my Pur- 
chaſe, how ſhockingly was I diſappoiuted? 
If this Digreſſion ſhou'd be thought 
needleſs, I ask Pardon of thoſe to whom 
it may ſeem ſo, but ature em I did not 
think it ſo my ſelf. | 
But to return; | believe, Doctor, your 
ſhocking Diſappointment proceeds from 
your not being able to prove what you 
ſo roundly charge his Lordſhip with. 
For who beſides your ſelf can think that 
he is ſtriking at the Root of all Good- 
neſs ; when he is only blaming the in- 
diſcreet Redundance and Diſorder of a 
miſapplied Zeal? Who) 
What, Doctor, and, becauſe the Bi- 
ſhop thinks it improper that People 
ſhou'd lay too great a Streſs upon an ex- 
tatic, furious or ſhewiſh Behaviour in 
offering their Addreſſes to God, will you 
ſay that he depreciates the Duty of 
Prayer it ſelf; which muſt be made ſo- 
lemn by the Mind more than the Body, 
or it will never be accepted? Mult then 
at laſt the Quakers Emotions and Agita- 
tons of the Spirit, as they call it, tho? 
tis expreſs'd by Ty Body, be N 
a ; or 
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for and defended; and by a Doctor of 
the Church of England? Conſider what 
- a handle you may give thoſe Enemies to 
the Church, and retract your Aſſertions 
in Time: Shew where the Biſhop de- 
preciates the Duty of Prayer, or own 
your Miſtake, and ask his Pardon. 

His Lordſhip, ſpeaking of Prayer, zs 
plear'd to call it acalm and undiſtur bd 
Addreſs to God; which gives you a 
great deal of Diſturbance, and ruffles 
your Temper much: You ſay there are 
no ſuch Directions in Scripture : But are 
there any Directions to prove that Prayer 
muſt be other than a calm and undiſturb d 
Addreſs? What wou'd it be if it were not 
ſo? Why you fay the Scriptures tell us, 
Men ought always to pray and not to 
faint: Does that imply their Prayers 
mult be other than calm and undiſturb'd, 
how frequent ſoever? As for the Dire- 
ctions our Lord gives to ask, and ſeek, 
and knock; they are Metaphors for 
Prayer, without which we ought not to 
expect a Supply of our Wants: If you 
contend they are mention'd for our Imi- 
tation, and Prayer 1s to be executed with 


the ſame Diligence that People uſe in 
asking, ſeeking and knocking; I dare 
aver whoever asks for any Favour, and 
ſeeks for any loſt Thing in a calm and 


undiſturb'd Compoſure of Mind, will 
ſooner 
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ſooner have his Requeſt granted and 
ind what he looks for, than if he ask'd 
and ſought with Importunity and Hurry. 
As for knocking, that only implies a fre- 
quent Repetition of the fame Addreſs, 
till we find an Admittance open'd to our 
Deſires | 2 
To paſs: by your mannerly Suppoſi- 
tion of the Biſhop's Temper in ſaying 
the Lord's Prayer, Pd fain know why a 
due Degree of warmth and livelineſs of 
Spirit may not accompany an Addreſs, 
deliver*'d by a Body calm and undiſturb'd? 
What! Does not God know the Heart? 
Muſt we ſhew him by ſome outward and 
viſible ſign that we are in earneſt? Or 
will nothing but Raving and Diſtortion 
of the Parts of the Body pleaſe him? 
Next you tell us that our Saviour's 
Will in this Caſe is that we ſhou'd pray 
as he did, when being in an Agony he 
pray'd more earneſtly, and his ſweat was 
as it were great Drops of Blood falling 
down to the Ground. Pray, Doctor, are 
you, or can you ever, be in fuch an Ago- 
ny ? Or can there ever be occaſion for 
any Body to be in ſuch an Agony again ? 
No ſure. Propofe an Inftance of our 
Saviour's ever praying after the manner 
you plead for in a Cafe of leſs Emergen- 
cy, and it may - made an Example; 
a 2 till 
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till then, his Lordſhip need not be aſham'd, 
to have the World think that he is more 
inlolent and unmov'd in his ordinar 
Devotions than 7e%us the Saviour of the 
World was, when he was in an Ago- 
ny, and going to bear the Puniſhment 
due to the Guilt of all Mankind. But 
beſides, I muſt here put you in mind 
that you have forgot the two Epithets, 
Calm and *Ondiſturb'd, and put two o- 
thers in their ſtead, which you think. 
will ſerve your Purpoſe much better, 
iudolent and unmov d An eaſie Miſtake ; 
Charity covers a Multitude of Sins: And 
ſo let it pals. 

As for the other Texts you quote of 
labour ing fervently in Prayer, &c. Imuſt 
once for all tell you, that reaſonable Peo- 
ple will ſuppoſe. het Fervency to be a 

labouring of the Mind in the Compoſiti- 
on and Aptneſs of an Addreſs, and not 
of the Body in the Delivery of it. For 
if it were otherwiſe, according to your 
Notions, People that had Occaſion to 
pray much, muſt beſo fatigued inthe End, 
that they cou'd not be at Leiſure for 
any temporal Labour : Nay, the Ladies, 
and ſome others of weak Conſtitutions 
and ſtrong Zeal, after theſe Agonies 
would come off well if they miſs'd a fit 
of Sickneſs, or eſcap'd catching a violent 


Cold. 
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Cold. This is really Truth, tho? your 
Charity may make you think it in me a 
downright Burleſque of. our Saviour A- 
gony; however, the venerable Name in 
the Front of his Lordſhip's Ser mon, pre- 
vented you from ſpeaking ſo of him. 

But, (to make a Digreſhon here, not 
at all needleſs,) if Prayers are to be /o 
fervent 4a lahouring of the Body; (for 
the inward Meaning may be fervent, 
while the Addreſs is calm and undiſturb d, 
however thoſe two Words may have diſ- 
pleas'd you) why don't all our Miniſters 
and Readers give us ſome Specimen of it 
in their daily Practice? As it is, we reck- 
on him the beſt Reader who is the moſt 
calm and undiſturb d in his Elocution, and 
per forms the Divine Service in ſo ſmooth 
and agreeable a Tone, as the Audience 
can beſt hear and accompany him in. 
Methinks it would be fine and Seraphick 
to hear the Confeſſion, Lord's Prayer, 
Creed, Pſalms, &c. repeated by the 
whole Congregation at once in a man- 
ner leſs calm and undiſturb'd than they 
are at preſent. 5 


But now we are come to the Point. 


N 1 


As vou have been all this while interpre- 


tiog the Biſhop's Meaning in a peculiar 
Senſe of your own, for fear he ſhould find 


- lome Hole to creep out at, you are re- 


ſoly'd 
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ſolv'd to ſecure him; in order to do 
which you pronounce that his Readers 
will not underſtand thoſe qualifying 
Phrafes in ſuch 2 manner, and to ſuch. 4 
Degree,. by which his Lordſhip thinks 
to moderate what appears ſo offenſive. 
What, are you refolv'd to give his Lord-: 
ſhip no Quarter? No, if you had him but 
onceſure in your Clutches: and if under- 
ſtanding his Words and Periods other- 
wite than he meant 'em, and they ſignify 
in the common Acceptation, if gueſſing 
at his Pronunciation, or any other Gueſs- 
Work wou'd do the Buſineſs, Lord have 
mercy upon the poor Biſhop ! 

"Your next Paragraph aſſerts, that his 
Lotdſhip 2ppoſes Heat and Flame to Calm 
net and Ondifturbedneſs in our. Addreſſes 
to God; and from thence you infer that 
he means to ſtifle all pious Breathings of 
the Soul, &c. that he leaves no room for 
Elevation of Thought. in contemplating the 1 
Majeſty off God, „ Atts of Shame, , Al- 
horrence, aud godly Contrition, with a 
Catalogue of the. different Paſſions. the 
Soul is to aſſume upon different Occaſi- 
ons. What ſtrange Miſconſtruction and 
Miſapplication is this! without any Regard + 
to Reaſon, Senſe or Chriſtianity. Why, 
Doctor, is it not poſſible that a Man may 
appèar calm and undiſturbed, * 
* ave 
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have a paſſionate Deſire for ſome very 
deſirable temporal Object? and may not 


the Soul have its pious Breathings with- 
out running it ſelf out of Breath; and be. 
warm in its Devotions, without the Sparks 
flying about our Ears? Cannot I in my 
Country-walk upon a fine genial ſpringly 
Day feel an Elevation of Thought in 
contemplating the Majeſty of God, with- 
out hallooing and whooping and ſwing- 
ing my Hat over my Head, as the Clowns 
do at a County Election, that the Knight 
of the Shire may ſee who were his 
Friends? And why may not a Man of 
Senſe and Reaſon feel in himſelf the ut- 
moſt Satisfaction from God's Benefits, and 
be fill'd with Gratitude in an Acknow- 
ledgment of em in the Houſe of God, 
or his own Cloſer, without breaking out 
into one of your Flames, and loſing. his 
Senſes in an afſum'd Tranſport ?. For ſuch 
it muſt be, if you teach People Flame 
with their Devotions; ſince all are not 
of a Spritelineſs and Volatility to kindle 
alike by natural Inſtinct. But then, as 
for Acts of Shame and Abhorrence, which 
you ſay it is ſo neceſſary to ſhew, if they 
are to conſiſt of any thing more than a 
Contrition of Mind and inward Deteſta- 
tion, pray ſhew your Authority for it- 
in the mean time take one Text of Scrip- 
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ture againſt it, which will weigh with 


me beyond all you can bring for it, in the 
Words of our Bleſſed [at * When 
ye. faſt, be not like the 1 * f 
ſad Countenance; for they disfigure their 
Faces that they may appear unto Men to 
Faſt, &c. God requires of us there a 
chearful Countenance, while we are Faſt- 
ing and doing Acts of Contrition; end 
that we ſhould appear privately and in- 
wardly to him to faſt, becauſe he ſees the 
Heart. But this, Doctor, I am afraid 
will hardly keep you from wearing a ſad 
Countenance next publick Faſt. 
What Influence your Doctrines will 
have, or what Adherents you will gain 
over, | can eaſily foreſee: For there is a 
large Number of thoſe who will think it 
ad viſeable to liſt themſelves in your new 
Sea of Chriſtian Phariſees ; tho? you 
have not thought fit to make the Biſhop 
any ſuch Compliment. 036 e966 
In the next Paragraph, you are offenid- 
ed with his Lordſhip for having placd 
the Love of God as low' as poſſible; and 
tell us, That he ſeems particularly care- 
ful that Men may not offend in the Exceſs 
of this, or any Thing elſe that's Good. Are | 
i not you aſhamed, Doctor, to talk thus | 


toa worthy Biſhop, and then'tell him that 
he /eems to be ſo and fo? His Lordſhip is 
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too conveniently intrench'd within the 
Barriers of Senſe, Truth, and Strength 
of Argument, ever to be reach'd by ſuch 
ſmall Arms as ſeems, appears, People 
will underſtand, &c. We have too long 
been cajol'd and amus'd with /eems and 
appears, with Shadows and Varniſh, to 


let go Truth blooming and beautiful in 


her unaffected Charms, when once we 
have ſtrain'd the Goddeſs in our Em- 
brace. The Cloud which blindly and 
impbcitly we have taken in her ſtead, has 
produc'd a Race of ſtrange Monſters. But 
his Lordſhip, like another Hercules, is 
born for their Deſtruction ; and 'tis not a 
Kick from one wincing Centaure that can 
diſcourage his Intentions. But let us ſee, 
Doctor, how his Lordſhip has plac'd the 
Love 4 God as low as . Why he 
ſays, Ihat the Love of Gad, which we are 
given to underſtand by the Words of our 
Saviour, and St. Joby, many times re- 
peated, conſiſted in keeping his Command- 
ments, or doing his Will; is ſo far re- 
mov'd from the Thing Bhaal intend- 

egrees to ſignify 
a violent Paſſion, Commotion, and Ecſta- 
cy, venting it ſelf in ſuch ſort of Expreſ- 
tons and Diſorders as other Paſſions do: 
From whence an ordinary Chriſtian, with 
the utmoſt Sincerity 12 Heart, is my 
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with nothing but eternal Doubts, Suſpi- 
tions, and Perplexities, whether he has 
any thing of the true Love of God or 
not. So far the Biſhop. You are very An- 
ry at this, and would have the Love of 
422 be (till fo perverted in the meaning of 


it, as to keep eternal Suſprerons, Doubts and 


P:rplexities in the Minds of the poor Peo- 
ple: If you do not mean this, hy are you 
angry? why could not you let this Para- 
graph alone, unleſs you could have pointed 
out ſome Fallacy or Evil in it? But in fay- 
ing.the Biſhop ſets the Love of God as low 
as poſſible, and ſeems particularly careful 
that Men may not offend in the Exceſs of 
any Thing that's Good, you have your 
End; which is, to make his Lordſhip 
Odious to your bigotted Readers, becauſe 
you think they will take what you ſay 


upon Truſt, without examining his Lord- 


ſhip's Sermon; for the reading of that 
only to a Man of Common Senſe, would 
confute every Word you have ſaid, and 
make you appear full of Injuſtice and 
Falſhood. How can you prevaricate ſo? 
Becauſe his Lordſhip ſays, thè Notion of 
the Love of God is perverted , and by 
falſe Interpreters made to ſignify, Paſſion, 
Commotion, and Ecſtacy; therefore, ſay 
you, He takes Care that Men ſhall not 91 
fend in the Exctſ5 of any Thing that's 
1 F Good. 
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Good, Is Paſſion, Commot ion and Eeſtacy 
the Exceſs of any Thing that's Good? 
So far from it, that they are certainly the 
contrary to all that's Good, when they 
come to fill the Heart of a Chriſtian with 


eternal Suſpicions, Doubts, and Perplex- 


ities. I have given this one Inſtance of 
your miſrepreſenting the Biftiop's Senſe, 
as a Specimen. of your candid and fair 
Dealing thro' the whole Letter; every 
Paragraph ef which has ſomething, as 
groſly falſe. l -2* 1 TO) 
For in the next Paragraph you repre- 


ſent. his Lordſhip as ſaying, That the 


Church of Chriſt is @ myſterious inexpli- 
cable Phraſe, ſo full of inconſiſtent Ima- 
get When you know his Lord ſhip ſays, 
the Notion of the Church of Chrift was 
at firſt only the Number. ſmall or great of 
thoſe that believ d him to be the Meſſiah: 
Or of thoſe who ſubzetted themſelves 10 
Him, @s their King, iu the Affair of Re- 
ligion This 1s a very plain conceiva- 
ble Poſition; but his Lordſhip ſays, 
ſince that Time it has been ſo diver- 
fify'd by the various Alterations it has 
undergone, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
to number up the many incorſiſlent I- 
mages that have come by daily Addi- 
tions to be united together in it. Don't 
9055 C 2 you 


1.20 J 
you. perceive, now, Doctor, that tis not 
the Biſhop who makes it an inexplicable 
myſterious Phraſe, full of inconſiſlent F- 
mages, but ſome body elſe, who have 
made it their Craft to do ſo. You fay 
the Biſhop is pleas'd to infer pag. 13. 
by one ot the oddeſt Conſequences that 
ever, was drawn from any Propoſition, 
that becau/e Chriſt never interpoſes him- 
felf therefore he has left no Deputy. Are 
not you aſham d to miſrepreſent a Man 
of Senſe thus? His Lordſhip's Argu. 
ment. is thus; Since Chriſt never inter- 
poſes himſelf ſince the firſt Promulga. 
tion of his Law, either to convey In- 
fallibility to ſuch. as pretend to handle 
it over again, or to aſſert the Interpre.- 
ration Of it amidſt the variaug)and con- 
ttadictory Opinions of Men about it; 
if ſuch, an ahſolute Authority be once 
logged with Men under the, Notion of 
Interpreters, They then become the Le- 
Jiſtators, and not Chriſt; they rule in 
their own Kingdom, and not in bis. 
What's become of your odd Inference 


} now? Why 79575 (ſeven Pages after 
ö this) that his Lordſhip may fancy he 
* has a Saluo in reſerve by guarding ſeve- 
| ral Sihtences with. the Werd abſolutr; 


but rhat' man t ſerve his turn with you! 
ee for 


4. * 
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for you leave it out, p. 24. to ſes how 
prettily the Sentence looks without it, 
and then you venture to make your Con- 
ſtruction. Such poor Shifts are you forc'd 
to make uſe of thro' the whole Tenor of 
your Letter. Cook ag rad an £79k Go 
Lou ſpend five needleſs Pages, be- 
fore you recollect your ſelf, in labouring 
to convince one of the Governors of 
Chriſts Church, of the higheſt Order 
that Chriſt has left a Power of Govern- 
ing. Indeed I believe the Biſhop of Ban- 
gor knows what he has to do, and how 
to execute the Truſt committed to him; 
but if you had a mind to have convinc d 
him of what he does not de 
ſnou'd have prov'd from Scripture that 
his Lordſhip, as one of the higheſt Or- 
der, has a Power of impoſing what Inter- 
pretations of Scripture he thinks fit upon 
the unconvicted Conſciences of the Peo- 
ple; and of forcing an Aſſent and Com- 
iance to what they ſcruple as a Sin: 
his wou'd! have been a Privilege worth 
having, and what I believe his Lord- 
ſhip has not yet been perſuaded belongs 
tuſbi m: 11. oj 4b] Jr ' 1 
Lou talk a little about the Word 46 
ſolute, and tell us the known Import of 
it; 1 hope we ſhall never feel what it 
"0! impor [So 
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imports: . You ſay there is one Fxcepti- 
on, and but one, by which our Obedi- 
ence to all earthly Governors muſt be 
bounded; and that is, that their Com- 
mands be not difagreeable to the Laws 
of Chriſt. If by Governors, you mean 
Kings and their Arbitrary Commands, 


III tell you another Exception by which 


our Obedience to them muſt be bounded; 
and that is, that their Commands be not 


diſagreeable to the Laws of the Land; 


which are what the Governors them- 
ſelves ought to be govern'd by; and 
when once they have {worn to protect 
their People according to thoſe Laws, 
if they go to impoſe any thing more of 
their own; without Confent of the true 
Legiflative Power, they may be reſiſted. 
Therefore that great Word ABSOLUTE, 
unleſs you can make leſs of it than you 
have hitherto done, will very well juſti- 
fy the Biſhop in all his Aſſertions. And 
1 further fay, that whoever pretend to 
an Abſolute Power that does not belong 
to them, tho' by that Ab/olute Power 
they do nothing contrary to the Scrip- 
tures, yet by aſſuming that Ab/olure 
Power: which was never given them, 
they become Uſurpers ;' and ought to be 
thruſt out of their Uſarpation, for mw 

they 
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they ſhow'd make an ill Ufe of it. There- 
fore, this is not the ſaving which his 
Lordſhip had in View, und what be in- 
tends to provide for wherever be has in. 


ferted the Word Abſolute, to mean thoſe 


only who abuſe this Power in interpret. 
ing the Scriptures wrongfully ; but thoſe 
who Uſurp an abſolute Power, which 
does not belong to them. Nor matters 
it at all whether they uſe it well or ill 
as long as they pretend it is Abſolute. 
But you ſay, had he meant it in that 
Senſe, a great deal of Offence wow d ft: 
have remain d; tho', you own, many of 
the Offenſ/rve Paſſages with which” his 
Lordſhips Sermon every where abounds, 
_ have been alleviated by it. 

-* Firſt you diſcard the Word Abſolute, 
and then play your own Game; you ſay, 
whatever latent Reſerve his Lord ſhip in- 
tends by that Word, it is not that which 
alone can qualify the Groſſneſs of his 
Aſſertions. But for fear that alone ſhowd 


do it, you firſt throw it away, and then 


make the Biſhop ſpeak thus. Tho' we 
« are taught by the Goſpel to obey the 
„ Commands both of our Spiritual and 


«Temporal Superiors, yet I fay you 


«muſt receive no Commands from any 
« Superiors, whether Spiritual or Tem- 
Hat Y 66 

poral, 
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24 
« poral, whether in Cafes lawful or un- 
« lawful, in Matters relating to Con- 
tc ſcience. ” But is it not quite another 


Senſe, when the Word Ab ſolute is us d 


And does not the Biſhop affert that they 
are Kings in Chr:/!'s ſtead, and Uſur pers 
of his Power, who pretend to be A4b/6- 
lute in the Interpretation of his Laws, 
by which they may make the Laws as 
they pleaſe; and will you ſay that ſuch 
ought to be obeyed, while they pre- 
tend to and challenge that Ab ſolute 
Power? No; but you had dethron'd the 
Word Ab ſolute, and then uſurp'd a Pow- 
er, without it, of interpreting the Biſhop's 
Senſe as you pleas'd. | 
And how can you, in the next Para- 
Faru declare that you have put no 

orce upon his Lordſhip's Words, or 
miſinterpreted his Meaning? peak, 2 

But, to make this more fully manifeſt, 
that you have done him no Wrong, you 
appeal to other. Places of. his Sermon, 
where he has advanc'd the ſame Noti- 


on in more «ndifguis'd and peremptory 
Terms, without mincing or palliating, 


without the leaſt Guard of Caution. 


Mincing or palliating what? Guard of 

Caution, for Fear of whom? Is a Biſhop 

then to mince and pailiate ſtill? —_—_ 
4 


Z— 4 
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muſt it be always expeſted of them? 
And muſt he have a Gnurd of Cautian 
too, when he Preaches the Word of 
God, for fear he ſhou'd beget Enemies, 
for telling the Truth? But what are 
theſe undiſguis d and peremptory Leriits | 
why he ſays, If any Man upon Earth. 
have à Nigbit to add to the: Sanctians 
of Chriſtis Laus, &c. they are i far 
Kings in his ſtead, and reign in their 
own Kingdom, and not in his. A very 
daring Aſſeveration indeed! ſay you- 
and repeat again, If any Man augen 
Earth! Now it happens in the Sermon 
to be, If any Men upon Rarth; regard- 
ing, in all probability, a Set of Men 
who affect and claim that Power. But 
you make it Man, to frighten the Biſnop 
with his queſtioning the Prerogative of 
the King or Privilege of Parliament, 
or ſomething: like that: But tho all 
Legiſlative Powers have a Right to 
make Laws for the Encouragement of 
Virtue, and Puniſhment of Vice and 
Immorality ; yet how can they poſſibly 
affect the Conſcience in Speculations 
relating to Salvation; that which is call'd 
Forum internum, in Oppoſition to all Ex- 
ternal} Courts whatſoever. If they had 
this Right, I hope you would allow 
them to make uſe 3 it, and hang - 

; | the 
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the Nonjurors and Tories in the Nation, 
if they did not immediately appear as 
hearty Subjects for the King as the 
Whiggs. But I am afraid our King and 
Parliament have neither Power nor 
Right to make People think as they'd 
have em; if they had, I believe, we 


ſhou'd at prefent be the happieſt People 


upon Earth. Any Power may encou- 
rage Religion by Temporal Kewards, 
if they can think that any Religion, 
which cah rife and fall by Reward ; 
but, as you add, If any Man upon Earth 
has a Right to diſcourage Religion by 
Temporal Penalties, I inſiſt upon it, that 
that is attempting to dethrone Chriſt 
from his Spiritual Kingdom. And can you 
fay it is not? Where then is the very da- 
Fins 4fſeveration | _. 

You think it bears hard on the Acts 
for preventing Ocraſional Conformity and 
Schi/m; J am glad of it, I hope it does. 
But when you ſuppoſe that it ftrikes at 
all the incapacitating Acte in Force, I 
think you are miſtaken: The — 
may be excluded and incapacitated ve- 
ry legally; not for Conſcience or Spe- 
culation; but becauſe the Principles of 
their Religion oblige em to ſuch hel- 
liſn Practices as wou'd ſoon overturn 


Our 


Rag Sees. 5 


„ 


our Gonſtitution, if they were let looſe 


upon us. Therefore the Nation has a 


Right /e defendendo to tye up their Hands 
as 1c does; for, if their Religion wou'd 


ſuffer em to be good Subjects to our 


King, as they ought not, ſo I believe 
they wou'd not meet with any Hardſhip 
at all: But as it is, they ſuffer for thoſe 
rebellious Principles and Tenets of 


Treachery which Popes and Jeſuits have 


interwoven with that Religion with which 
they have enflav'd em. But the Diſſen- 
ters happen to be ſuch zealous Afﬀertors 
of the Prateſtant Succeſſion, and ſo true 
Advocates for the Conſtitution 'of our 


Government in Qppolition to Popery and 


Slavery, that there can be no Pretence 
upon that Account to diſtinguiſh them 


from the beſt of the King's Subjects. 


As for your wiſe Aflertion, that by 
this Doctrine the Acts of Settlement and 


Succeſſion are overthrown, it is too 
trifling to be thought of. As if the 
Nation, by enad ing Civil Laws, had not 


a Power of ſtrengthening its Conſtitution 


from time to time, without violating 
the Conſciences of Men. It is not only 
more for Peace and good Government 
that the King ſhou'd be of the National 


Religion; but we know it is impoſlible 
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for a Papiſi to reign without attempting 
to make himſelf Arbitrary, and impoſing 
his Religion upon his People. But how 
idle is your Suppoſition of a Crown's be- 


ms a temporal Rewaid ? We only re- 
qui 


re that our King mult be of fuch a 
eligion or Profeſſion ; not that he muſt 


be more Religious than others: And-as 
for your inſinuating that the Expecta- 


tions of enjoying a Crown may induce 


thoſe who hope to ſucceed to it to chuſe 
that Religion of-which it is to be the 


Reward, we have taken Care that thoſe 
who are to ſucceed to that of theſe 


Realms muſt be educated Prateſlants; 


which they are initiated in ſo Voung, 
that it cannot be ſuppos'd the View of 
a Crown can have any influence upon 


em. But as I. obſerv'd before, when 


you. talk thus, you muſt have an Idea of 


Religion as an empty Profeſſion, without 


any regard to Conſcience: For how can 
he that makes a Reward the Teſt of his 
Religion, be of any real Religion at all ? 
ſince temporal Rewards and Puniſhments 
are ſo far from promoting true Religion 
in any reſpect, that wherever they are 


advanc'd and do influence, they muſt 
neceſſarily be the Deſtruction of Religion, 


and introduce Hypocriſy, Treachery, 
Falſhood and Knavery. ; y 
ou - 


| —_—.Yﬀqc 
Vou are angry, That the Biſhop does 
not aim the leaſt' Glance at Popery in 
| particular; When, ' conſidering the Spb- 
| ject, you think it could not Well be avoid. 
| ed: Why, the Subject does require it; 
and in my Opinion, 'DoRor, his Lord- 
ſhip has been aiming all his Glances 
againſt 1 particular, as well as 
Popery in General; the Thing I mean tho 
not the Name: For it is Things and not 
Names that his Lordſhip always ſeems 
to reaſon by. But I believe, Doctor, 
you know there is ſuch a thing as Pro- 
teſtant Popery ; Which I take to be the 
Popery there aim'd at, and which we 
: ſeem to be in more Danger of, becauſe 
it is nearer home, than of the Popiſh Po- 
perry. He ſpeaks againſt all; or, as you 
fay, deals his Favours to all Churches and 
Religions, with an undiſtinguiſht' Hand, 
where they aſſume to themſelves an ab- 
ſolute Power of impoſing upon Chriſtians 
their 'dogmatical interpretations inſtead 
of e and manifeſt Precepts of 
„„ ee 
By this Time you may be convinc'd 
that the dangerous Conſequences ariſing 
from his Lordſhip's Poſitions, that ſeem d 
to you to affect the State, do only affect 
the State of Popery; as it is ſpread 
| more 
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greateſt Part of it, are ſo far concern'd 
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more or leſs over all Parts of Chr: 
ſlendom. But you beg Patience while 
you mention ſome other dangerous Con- 
ſequences that concern the Church. Pray 
have Patience and keep it, while I ask 
you what you mean by the Word Church: 


His Lordſhip ſays, It ir the Number of 


Men, whether ſmall or great, whether 
diſpers'd or united, who truly and ſincere- 
ly are Subjects to Jeius Chriſt alone, as 
their Law-giver and Judge, in Matters 
relating to the Favour of God and their 
eternal Salvation. If you don't like this 
Definition why did not you proteſt againſt 
it, and give us one of your own ? But 
I preſume you have nothing to ſay 
againſt it. But by Church, Doctor, did 
not you mean the Clergy ? confeſs, .you 
did. If Church be what the Biſhop ſays, 
the Clergy are ſcarce the thouſandth 
Part of it. If by Church you mean the 
Clergy, I muſt confeſs, what his Lord- 
ſhip has ſaid, ſeems to me to concern 


- ſome of them; if there are any who 


uſurp to themſelves an abſolute Power 


of interpreting the Laws of Chrzf. If by 


Church you mean the whole aggregate 
Body of true Chriſtians, then we of the 
Laity, who are by a thouſand Times the 


in 
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in the Caſe, that we ought te give his 
L.ordſhip our hearty and fincere Thanks 
ſor pointing out to us our Rights, and 
ſnewing us that we ought to ſtand faſt 
in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt has 
made us free, without conſenting to be 
entangled in any Yoke of Bondage. But 
the Biſhop's Doctrine ſeems to you to 
be level'd not only againſt our own eccle- 
 fiaftical Polity but that of 4// Churches 
that ever bade been, either in the Days 
of the Apoſtles or any time ſince in any 
Nat ion of the World; and they can have 
acted nothing (if his Lordſhip's Reaſon- 
ings art right) but what is in direct Oppo- 
fetion to the Will of our bleſſed Saviour, 
and have uſurp'd an Authority that he 
never delegated, Now, Doctor, if his 
Lordſhip's Reaſonings are wrong, you 
ſhou'd have prov'd em ſo: If they are 
right, 1 don't care a Farthing what 
they overturn : Truth is and ought to be 
irreſiſtible, and to throw down all Oppo- 
ſition before it. But ſuppoſe what ge- 
neral Councils, Synods, Canons, Arti- 
eles and Creeds you pleaſe ; if they are 
in the leaſt Tittle repugnant to the Laws 
of * you will grant, they are not 
to be obey'd: If l in my Conſcience think 


they are repugnant to Scripture, it is the 
2 ſame 
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ſame thing, they cannot bind that Con- 
{cience that ſo thinks Or if I ſhou'd aſ- 
ſent to ſuch Determinations with my 
Mouth and not with my Heart, ſhou'd 


I not. be a Knave, a Hypocrite, a great 


Sinner? And the Biſhop's Reaſonings be- 
ing againſt thoſe who aſſume an abſolute 
Power of determining the Senſe of 
Chriſi's Laws as they think fit, and of 
forcing an _ outward Conſent without an 
inward Convig ion; Be they Councils 
or whatever elſe that have aſſum'd ſuch 
a Power, his Lordſhip ſays they are aQ- 
ing in a Kingdom of their own and not 
in Chriſt's. And this you ſay. muſt: be 
deſtructive of all Eccleſiaſtical Polity. 
Can there then be no Eccleſiaſtical Poli- 
ty without it? Sure there may. 


Vou ſay the Church, after its State of 
Perſecution, was to flouriſh, to have 


Kings for its nurſing Fathers, Sc. and 
then ask the Queſtion, And are the Ru- 
lers of the Earth-now to be told that it 1s 
criminal in them to defend the Church? 
Who has told em ſo? Why, the Biſhop; 
ſay you. How has he told ?em ſo? Why 
he ſays, that it is Criminal to impoſe that 
upon Men's Conſciences for the Law of 
Chriſt, which they cannot underſtand to 
beſo; he ſays that Chriſt's Law — 

ther 


95 


ther is compleat or he himſelf wou'd 
add more to it, but that no Men' up- 
on Earth have this Power: Now, if the 
Clergy have not this Power, and the 
Rulers of the Earth are told ſo, they 
are in Effect told that they muſt not 
defend the Church. Your humble Ser- 
vant, Doctor; I find you can't mention 
the Word Church without meaning the 
Clergy. So that it amounts to this in re- 
ality, The Rulers of Farth are told, 
that it wou'd not only be Criminal in 
them to impoſe what they pleaſe as a 
Religious Creed upon the Conſciences 
of their People, but like wiſe to protect 
their Clergy (if any ſuch ſhou'd aſſume 
it) in the fame Unreaſonable and Ty- 
rannical Uſurpation. And certainly ve- 
ry fit it is they ſhou'd be told fo ; who are 
the Supreme Governors in all Cauſes 
Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal, by which the 
Peace and Quiet of their Realms may 
be advanced: Whofe Buſineſs it is, not 


only to preſerve to their People the Li- 


berties and Immunities, the Covenants 
and Contracts of their Civil Magna 
Charta firm and inviolable; but alſo 
of that Religious Magna Charta the Goſ- 
pel of Fe/us Chriſt. 
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By this Time, Doctor, I am pretty 
near the Concluſion of your Letter and 
my own; heartily tir'd and fatigu'd I 
aſſure you. For dirty and foul has been 
the Way 1 have trod, as well as obſcure 
and full of Error. Bur one thing more 
you take Notice of, and. ſo will I. You 
offer his Lordſhip one Piece of Advice; 
that in the next Impreſſion of his Ser- 
mon he wou'd not ſuffer his Bookſeller 
to expoſe him by advertiſing his Reaſo- 
rableneſs of Conformity at the Back of 
it. You think that _ very. inconſiſtent 
with what his Lordſhip has lately writ- 
ren; I believe you did not conſider the 
Import of the Word Reaſonableneſs; it 
is what, DoQor, you ſeem to be very 
much a Stranger to; but what runs in a 
fair diſcernable Tenor thro' the whole 
Courſe of his Lordſhip's Writings. The 
ſame Reaſon which convinc'd his Lord- 
ſhip to conform, he offers to the Conſi- 
deration of others: the ſame Reaſon 
which occaſion'd his later Thoughts he 
offers to the World; it is Reaſonableneſs 
in all and every Part; and, as you. have 
not ſo much as pointed out the leaſt Tit- 
tle to the contrary, you cannot ſay that. 
it contradicts any other Syſtem of Rea/7. 
nableneſs, which his Lordſhip has ad- 
vanc'd. | And 
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And now I take my Leave, pitying 
the poor unfortunate Children, whole 

Lot it is to be drove by a Tyrant of ſo 

much Paſſion, Injuſtice, and Ill-Manners, 

or to be led by ſo blind a Guide. Who, 

I am ſure, whatever Precedent elſe he 

may make of the Controverſy between 

the Biſhop of Exeter, and the late Preſ- 
byter, can pretend none for thoſe: rude 

eproaches and uncivil Language which 
the preſent Presbyter has heap'd upon 

the Biſhop of Bangor. But where am I 

going? Tonly intended to anſwer this 

Wiſe Man in his Wiſdom; and am ſol- 

licitousas if the Biſhopneededa Defence, 

when not the leaſt Argument he has us d, 

has been ſtruck at, or ſo much as touch- 

ed. I muſt ask his Lordſhip's Pardon, 

that unacquainted as I am with him, I 

have ſo often made uſe of his Name up- 

on an Occaſion which I preſume his Lord- 
ſhip will overlook with a juſt Contempt. 

And as for the Doctor, ſince he has gi- 

ven me this unexpected Trouble, I leave 

Horace to paſs this Sentence upon him 

for his Pains. 


Dre ern 
Diſtipulorum inter, jubeoplorareCathedras. 
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